A WORD OF THANKS TO ALL MY FRINEDS

GOD BLESS YOU

These are my friends who stood by me during my 9 years at
Guardian Angels Parish. They were real strong people who
supported, inspired, congratulated, corrected, loved, -cared,
enhanced my joy, participated in my struggles, gave their time and
provided warmth and inspiration. I cannot forget them because they
always were helpful and resourceful. I could not find in them any
element of jealousy or hatred they were all out there to help me get
inspired and scale up higher in their own life as well as mine. These
will continue to be in my life even if I travel far and wide.

The Lord Jesus Christ gave us the definition of a true friend:
"Greater love has no one than this, that he lay down his life for his
friends. You are my f{riends if you do what I command. I no longer
call you servants, because a servant does not know his master's
business. Instead, I have called you friends, for everything that I
learned from my Father I have made known to you" (John 15:13-
15). Jesus is the pure example of a true friend, for He laid down His
life for His "friends." What is more, anyone may become His friend
by trusting in Him as his personal savior, being born in the spirt
and receiving new life in Him.

There is an example of true friendship between David and Saul's
son Jonathan, who, despite his father Saul's pursuit of David to



persecute and attempts to kill him, he stood by his friend. You will
find that story in 1 Samuel chapter 18 through chapter 20.

Proverbs is another good source of wisdom regarding friendship. "A
friend loves at all times..." (Proverbs 17:17). "... a friend who sticks
closer than a brother" (Proverbs 18:24). The issue here is that to
have a friend, one must be a friend. "Wounds from a friend can be
trusted, but an enemy multiplies kisses" (Proverbs 27:6). "As iron
sharpens iron, so one man sharpens another" (Proverbs 27:17).

The principle of friendship is also found in Amos. "Can two walk
together, except they be agreed?" (Amos 3:3). Friends are of like
mind. The truth that comes from all of this is a friendship is a
relationship that is entered by individuals, and it is only as good or
as close as those individuals choose to make it. Someone has said
that if you can count your true friends on the fingers of one hand,
you are blessed. A friend is one whom you can be yourself with and
never fear that he or she will judge you. A friend is someone that
you can confide in with complete trust. A friend is someone you
respect and that respects you, not based upon worthiness but
based upon a likeness of mind.

Finally, the real definition of a true friend comes from the Apostle
Paul: "For scarcely for a righteous man will one die; yet perhaps for
a good man someone would even dare to die. But God demonstrates
His own love toward us, in that while we were still sinners, Christ
died for us" (Romans 5:7-8). "Greater love has no one than this,
than to lay down one’s life for his friends" (John 15:13). Now, that is
true friendship!

I have many more friends who are not listed here. Especially my
own family members who have been always supportive and caring.



But one things is certain if we have friends, they are the ones who
are going to lead you on the right path and guide you to your
destination. Friends are never jealous and are always full of selfless

love; and are always ready to forgive and forget the hurt. I am
grateful to all of you.

God Bless you

Fr. Rudolf V. D’'Souza OCD, M.A.; PhD



